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FURTHER OBSERVATION ON THE INCIDENCE OF
HEPATICOLA (CAPILLARIA) HEPATIC!
OVA IN HUMAN FECES
HARRY B, WRIGHT
From the Gorgas Memorial Loboratery, Panama, Republic de Panoma, ond Bajylor
Untversity Callegs of Medicineg, Dallag, Teras
During the months of June, July, and August, 1937, 517 per-
soms in six Chagres River villages in Panama were examined for
intestinal parasites. TFour hundred and seventy-eight, or 92.4
per cent, were found to harbor one or more parasites. The region
in which these villages are located is designated as unsanitated
in contradizstinction to the completely sanitated Canal Zone.
The inhabitants are chiefly negroid stoek, descendants of Jamai-
cans brought to Panama during the construction days.
The term parasite as used here refers to the organisms listed
helow only, and in percentage incidence as follows:

e cenk
Erdpmosbn RaatolyBloer: : o west bl i S s i e e f
T ) O Yo e e B o v T R i e, Bt VR
Ascaris. . 3 G -
Trichuris -!ra-:-'uum e R e T Al S
Btrongyloidea. 4 e Bk

Two casea of I?r:.!rmhdmm -:n:lh mfest.atmn woere cucml.ntmrs-d

In one village, New San Juan, 194 persons were examined. In
this group, ova of Hepaticola hepatica were found in sixteen.
The ova were plentiful and easily found in the initial search of
an unconcentrated saline preparation. They appeared o be un-
altered in structure, and were largely in the blastula stage. It
was not possible, however, to produce further embryonation by
cultivation. It was not possible to bring any of these persons
into the hospital for further observation, but repeated examina-
tioms were possible on eleven of the cases. Ten days following
the initial finding, ten of these cases were negative; in one, an
oceasional ovum was found.
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Rats and cockroaches eaught in the sixteen houses occupied by
these individuals failed to reveal ova in their droppings. Neither
worms nor ova were found at autopsy of the rats and cockroaches.
We are, therefore, unable to show at this time that these cases
were actually parasitized with the worm as recorded in one case
by MeArthur (1) in 1924,

From our observations here, we must conclude that these ova
were present simply as a contamination as suggested by Faust
{2) who found Hepaticola hepatica ova in the stools of nine indi-
viduals in these same villages in 1930.
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